THE
CHATTAHOOCHEE
RIVERLANDS
ALONG THE RIVERLANDS

ALONG THE
RIVERLANDS
THE PREFERRED
ALIGNMENT
The Preferred Alignment
presented in this document is
intended to reflect the broad
array of feedback the team has
received during the 10-month
alignment process, in keeping
with the team’s high-level
vision for the Chattahoochee
RiverLands.
Guided by an aspirational vision covered in the
“Design Strategies” section of the final document,
four goal statements, and strategies (presented in the
Revealing the RiverLands vision document) developed
through stakeholder visioning, collaborative input, and
community co-design sessions, the Project Management
Team, Design Team, Sub-Area Committees, and
Chattahoochee Working Group, arrived at a flexible and
adaptable Preferred Alignment.
The Preferred Alignment is comprised of several
alternative trail alignments that represent the collective
input the RiverLands team received from various
stakeholders. The current Preferred Alignment reflects
what the team knew at the moment, but is meant to
evolve over time and intended to be adaptable. This
alignment represents what is thought to be the most
preferable path for a greenway trail given various
considerations related to land ownership, ecology, and
existing planning initiatives; it is not always the most
practical or the easiest to implement. The Project Team
recognizes that in some areas, this preferred option may
not be readily implementable; therefore, the team has
also identified both a practical, and in some cases, other
alternatives.
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Preferred Alignment Workshop - New York City, November 2019

ALONG THE
RIVERLANDS
NOMENCLATURE
The Preferred Alignment
This Preferred Alternative serves as a framework for
aligning the Greenway, Blueway, and Tributary Trails in
order to create a seamless network of public spaces and
access points along the 100-mile corridor.

The Practical Alternative
The Practical Alternative alignment represents
what is understood as a Practical Alternative to the
Preferred Alignment in places where the preferred
option may prove infeasible. The Practical alternative
may be thought of as an alignment that is easier to
implement, though not necessarily the more enjoyable
experientially. This alignment takes advantage of
existing trail infrastructure, easements, or publicly
owned land where hurdles to trail implementation are
comparatively lower.

Other Alternatives
Other Alternatives were developed with the
understanding that in some cases there may be an
option that is even more preferable to the Preferred
Alignment, but which would be more complicated to
implement. This often represents an aspirational option
that the team determined is important to document
for future consideration. These Other Alternatives can
ultimately be thought of as longer-term options or even
later phases of the RiverLands project.

Tributary Trails
In addition to the Preferred Alignment, the RiverLands
includes Tributary Trails – trail segments that feed into
or connect to the RiverLands alignments. These may, but
do not necessarily follow tributaries of the River; they
are often existing, planned, or in some cases, proposed
trails or bike paths that provide connections between
local destinations, regional trail facilities and the
RiverLands to create a cohesive network or integrated
system.
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IMPLEMENTING THE RIVERLANDS
IMPLEMENTATION AND PHASING STRATEGY
The implementation of the RiverLands vision will likely
be a combination of opportunistic and strategic projects.
Agencies should be prepared to take advantage of
opportunities that arise as a result of individual county
or city-level trail plans or master plans.

Alignment coincides with the existing Akers Mill Trail and
Rottenwood Creek Trail. It is likely that improvements
to or connections to existing infrastructure may prove
easier in the short-term compared to entirely new
segments of trail.

For example, as redevelopment of key properties
along the RiverLands alignment occurs, there may
be opportunities for local governments to require
those projects to dedicate land or easements, or even
potentially to construct segments of the RiverLands
trails or access points along their property. At the same
time, RiverLands champions should look for so-called
‘low-hanging fruit’ or segments of the RiverLands
Preferred Alignment and Practical Alternatives that
are more readily or easily able to be implemented and
drive the move toward development of those projects.
In order to maintain a consistent RiverLands identity,
this Study recommends the development of design
guidelines, so that all partners create seamless and
consistent RiverLands segments.

In Sub-Area 2, the Preferred Alignment includes several
projects that are already in various planning stages,
including the Chattahoochee RiverLands Pilot Project
as well as Riverwalk Atlanta. Connections to and from
these projects may be better suited to nearer-term
implementation. Likewise, this Sub-Area includes the
Chattahoochee Hill Country Greenway Trail currently in
development by Douglas County as well as a Practical
Alternative connection inside Sweetwater Creek State
Park along the River.

In terms of implementation and phasing, the Preferred
Alignment represents what is thought to be the
most realistic path for a Greenway given various
considerations related to land ownership, ecology, and
existing planning initiatives; it is not always the most
practical or the easiest to implement. The Practical
Alternative represents options worth considering in
places where the preferred option may prove infeasible.
The practical alternative may be thought of as an
alignment that is easier to implement, though not
necessarily the more enjoyable experientially.
In Sub-Area 1, the Preferred Alignment proposes
development of a new main line trail along the River
and provides connections into CRNRA park units. In
some locations, there will be opportunities to use
existing roadways and trails like Roswell’s Riverwalk and
the sidepath trail along Lower Roswell Road in Cobb
County. In addition, there are also existing trails through
some of the CRNRA park units that can more easily be
incorporated into the RiverLands by being improved
to shared use standards. Farther south, the Preferred
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In Sub-Area 3, the Preferred Alignment largely includes
new trail segments that follow the River, connecting
Sweetwater Creek State Park to Boundary Waters Park.
Farther south, the trail moves to existing roadways
before shifting back closer to the River.
Where possible, the implementation strategy should
strive for advancing and developing the Preferred
Alignment; however, it should be noted that in some
cases, that alignment may not be doable given land
ownership, ecology, or other challenges. In those cases,
the implementation strategy should revisit any other
alignment options suggested herein.
As a high-level planning study, it should be noted that
additional conceptual design, preliminary engineering,
and final design work will be needed for most segments
in order to fully implement each segment. Working
corroboratively with partner jurisdictions, this process
may be done as a series of individual trail concepts or
with some contiguous or adjacent segments grouped
together under an umbrella project.
Examples of likely short-term projects include the
Demonstration Sites and the Pilot Site in Cobb County.
As part of the planning study, the Project Team is
exploring potential conceptual design options for trail
access and amenities at each of the three Demonstration

Sites. This is has been done in consultation with local
stakeholders who have provided input on existing
conditions, opportunities, constraints and their hopes
for what could happen at these locations. Ultimately,
the planning study resulted in rendered site plans for
each of the Demonstration Sites illustrating the potential
use of space and programming. The Pilot Project has
been spearheaded by Cobb County, which allocated $1
million in SPLOST funding for the first phase of design
and implementation. The County hopes to leverage
that funding and secure additional funding needed to
construct the Pilot Project.
Other examples include projects already under way that
will either construct or connect proposed segments
of the Chattahoochee RiverLands, such as Douglas
County’s Chattahoochee Hill Country Greenway Trail or
the joint project between the City of Roswell and Cobb
County to replace the existing bridge over Willeo Creek
along Willeo Road near the intersection with Lower
Roswell Road and Timber Ridge Road. Projects such as
these represent early opportunities to collaborate with
local stakeholders to define how these locally driven
projects can be designed to fit into or exemplify the
visual identity, look, and feel of the RiverLands to create
a cohesive system.
Defining The RiverLands Identity
As the Chattahoochee RiverLands project advances,
it will be important to establish a framework to guide
how an overall identity and how local jurisdictions and
partner agencies, such as the National Park Service,
counties, and cities, align with or tap into that identity.
This may take the form of smaller-scale elements such
as adding on to existing infrastructure by incorporating
consistent wayfinding and signage or tactical urbanism
strategies. New trail segments, public spaces, or water
access points should ultimately be designed to the
recommended design guidelines (yet to be developed in
a future scope of work) in order to ensure consistency
in design, look, and feel of the RiverLands. It will be
important for locally-driven RiverLands segments to
strike a balance between retaining elements of local
branding and identity while also incorporating elements

of the RiverLands. There are a number of ways in which
this can be accomplished, such as through the use of
signature materials, and signage.
Signage is a critical element of successful greenway
and trail systems. Not only does it help users recognize
trails through branding, but it also helps people navigate
the system, access nearby destinations, and establish
proper etiquette. Consistency in signage should ideally
be throughout the entire RiverLands system. However,
it is understood that individual branding already
exists for some individual, local trail systems and it
will be important for these segments to reflect and
acknowledge both brands.
In terms of materials, as the recommended material
palette is further developed in the future, it will be
important to consider not only the look and feel of
those materials, but also the accessibility and the cost
and time of maintenance for those materials. There will
likely be opportunities for previously built or existing
infrastructure to incorporate some materials and
elements that will help establish these projects as part
of the RiverLands after the fact.

ALONG THE
RIVERLANDS
The birds’ eye renderings presented in this section
provide an area-specific look at how the Preferred
Alignment will interact with communities throughout
the RiverLands.
Each of the 12 views in this section focuses on an area
along the 100-mile corridor considered critical to the
implementation of the RiverLands. The map to the right
serves as a key for navigating these drawings, which are
organized in this document beginning at Buford Dam in
the north and continuing to Chattahoochee Bend State
Park in the south. The arrows located on each of the
page boundaries indicates the direction of the view.
Dividing the Preferred Alignment in this way allows
project stakeholders and RiverLands champions to take
the following pages to their individual constituencies in
order to garner further support for specific segments of
the trail.
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In addition to the proposed alignments, this section also
presents the conceptual design developed for the three
Demonstration Sites:
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• Sugar Hill Trailhead in Sub-Area 1
• Proctor Creek Trail Extension in Sub-Area 2
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Here, the Demonstration Sites are intertwined with views
of the alignments and demonstrate how the RiverLands
will take shape on the ground.
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SEE PAGE 128

Beginning at Buford Dam at Lake Lanier, a small
trailhead for the Greenway will be located at the
existing Army Corps of Engineers parking lot below
the dam.
The proposed multimodal RiverLands trail will loosely
follow existing trails and former roadbed on the west
side of the River. Because this is a more sensitive unit
of the CRNRA, only a relatively narrow, soft-surface
path would be considered by the National Park Service
(NPS). This trail will connect the Lake Lanier Trailhead
to the main RiverLands Trailhead on the east side of
the park. The Greenway will cross the River via a new
proposed bridge that runs parallel to the existing
Cumming Highway Bridge.
While the Preferred Alignment on the west side of the
River will cross in front of the fish hatchery to allow
for proximity to the River, a practical alternative to this
alignment will cross behind the hatchery, reconnecting
with the Preferred Alignment immediately south of the
hatchery.
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The main trail will be supplemented by a foot path on
the east side of Bowmans island, creating a loop from
the main RiverLands Trailhead.
Located along State Route 20, the main RiverLands
Trailhead, also known as the Sugar Hills Trailhead, is
one of the selected Demonstration Sites. The proposal
for this site includes a series of trail-related amenities
as well as a new boat ramp located on the west side
of the River.
From the Sugar Hill Trailhead, the RiverLands trail
will follow a sewer easement through land owned by
both Gwinnett County (Settles Bridge Park) and the
National Park Service (Orrs Ferry and Settles Bridge
Units) along the River. Within the Settles Bridge Unit,
the trail will mainly follow existing paths, and a thin
strip of land along the River.
To avoid NPS property, a practical alternative could
follow Suwanee Dam Road and Johnson Road,
reconnecting with the Preferred Alignment to the
south of Settles Bridge Park.

PREFERRED ALIGNMENT

PRACTICAL ALTERNATIVE

NEW MULTI-PURPOSE

TRIBUTARY TRAIL

EXISTING PATH

WATER TRAIL

NEW MULTI-PURPOSE

OTHER ALTERNATIVE
NEW MULTI-PURPOSE

DEMONSTRATION SITE

SUGAR HILL TRAILHEAD
THE GATEWAY TO THE RIVERLANDS
The Sugar Hill Trailhead will be the northernmost entrance to
the RiverLands and represents a unique opportunity to develop
trail amenities that will be iconic throughout the region.
The site for the Sugar Hill Trailhead is situated next
to State Route 20 (Cumming Highway), making it a
highly visible location for trail-related amenities.
Nestled among some of the northern most areas of the
Chattahoochee River National Recreation Area, it also
offers opportunities to support ecological restoration
alongside the trail. This site’s proximity to a variety of
destinations, including the planned Sugar Hill Greenway,
Lake Lanier, and a historic fish weir, is also considered
an asset.
The design goals for the Sugar Hill Trailhead center
around a desire to provide trail access to a wide range
of users, while also providing amenities that can be
replicated throughout the project area. In order to
achieve this, the Design Team discussed potential
site features including parking, a new boat ramp and
wayfinding elements, extensively with a committee of
stakeholders.
Based on those conversations, the programmatic
amenities reflected in the design for this site include:
• A new boat ramp, kayak storage, and Blueway
specific parking on the west side of the
River, directly north of the SR-20 Bridge
• A new pedestrian and cyclist specific
bridge across the Chattahoochee in order
to bypass heavy traffic on SR-20
• Areas and overlooks along the River to observe and
learn about the historic fish weir at Bowmans Island
• An expansion of the existing parking lot along SR-20
with a nook dedicated to orienting visitors to the trail
• An interpretive pavilion and associated parking
specific to cyclists and pedestrians
• The Crayfish Creek Restoration Project, an effort led
by the Chattahoochee National Park Conservancy
and Upper Chattahoochee Trout Unlimited, will
help mitigate the hydrologic effects of Buford Dam
operations and local stormwater management
11
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SUGAR HILL TRAILHEAD

Aerial View Looking East Of The Sugar Hill Demonstration Site

View Of The Chattahoochee River From The Sugar Hill Demonstration Site

A CLOSER LOOK
AT THE BOWMANS
ISLAND FISH WEIR
Just south of Buford Dam, a historic fish weir
ripples the surface of the Chattahoochee River
in a distinctive “V” shape, channeling fish and
water towards the center of the River. It’s thought
that the Cherokee who used to live on the land
near the River built these fish weirs from stones
hundreds of years ago. At the bottom of the V, a
wooden basket would be placed to catch the fish
flowing through.
Such hidden Native American sites will be woven
into the planning and design of the Chattahoochee
RiverLands Greenway. Knowledge of these practices
enriches the River experience for visitors, expands
our understanding of the River and the land before
it was called Georgia, and finally, reminds us that
we are part of a continuum of human cultures that
have stewarded the RiverLands.

A CLOSER LOOK AT
CRAYFISH CREEK
Throughout its units, the Chattahoochee River
National Recreation Area protects floodplain,
riparian, and adjacent lands using a sciencebased approach to management and restoration
needs. The downstream portion of the Sugar Hill
Trailhead includes Crayfish Creek, where the
CRNRA is working with key stakeholders such
as Trout Unlimited and University of Georgia to
restore a degraded stream.
A recent monitoring report on CRNRA’s wadeable
streams found that Crayfish Creek, with its natural
load of woody debris, provides some rich habitat
for small aquatic organisms. However, the mouth
of the creek has been reconfigured by land use
and the pulsing release of water from Buford Dam.
Today the stream is eroding and becoming more
deeply entrenched in the earth. Working with a
broad range of partners, the National Park Service
participates in a variety of stream and upland
restoration projects in the Study area every year,
from removing invasive plants to reversing some of
the impairments of its tributary streams.
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TODAY, RESTORATION EFFORTS INCLUDE HABITAT
IMPROVEMENTS FOR SHOAL BASS, WHICH ARE NO
LONGER COMMON IN THE STUDY AREA.

SUGAR HILL TRAILHEAD
PROGRAMMATIC ZONING
THIS ILLUSTRATION DOES NOT CONSTITUTE A DESIGN PROPOSAL
NOR SHOULD IT SET ANY EXPECTATION FOR IMPLEMENTATION

15

SUGAR HILL TRAILHEAD

THIS ILLUSTRATION DOES NOT CONSTITUTE A DESIGN PROPOSAL NOR
SHOULD IT SET ANY EXPECTATION FOR IMPLEMENTATION
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SUGAR HILL TRAILHEAD
WINDOW TO THE RIVER
Throughout much of the RiverLands where proximity
to the Chattahoochee has defined and driven the
decisions about the trail alignment, it will be important
to create moments to pause and experience the River.
Inspired by the shoals and the geologic formation of
the Chattahoochee River, this scene from the Sugar Hill
Trailhead provides an example of how the trail will be
experienced as an extension of the River itself.

ILLUSTRATION FOR VISUALIZATION PURPOSES ONLY
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SETTLES BRIDGE TO STATE BRIDGE

A new bridge across the River within the CRNRA
Settles Bridge Unit will connect the Chattahoochee
River National Recreation Area on the east side of
the River to Chattahoochee Pointe Park. Now on the
west side of the River, the trail will run along the
Chattahoochee, connect to an existing kayak launch
and cross Dick Creek to ultimately connect to the
existing McGinnis Ferry Boat Ramp.
A Tributary Trail through this segment connects
Chattahoochee Pointe Park to the southern edge of
the CRNRA McGinnis Ferry Unit, providing extended
connectivity to Shakerag Elementary School and River
Trail Middle School.

After following existing trails in the CRNRA McGinnis
Ferry Unit, the trail will continue running along the
west side of the River until the crossing at Rogers
Bridge, where it will cross and follow both sides of the
River.
On the west side, the trail will run through the future
Cauley Creek Park and connect to the CRNRA
Abbotts Bridge Unit.
On the east side of the River, the trail will follow the
water’s edge connecting Rogers Bridge to
State Route 120.

PREFERRED ALIGNMENT
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PRACTICAL ALTERNATIVE

NEW MULTI-PURPOSE

TRIBUTARY TRAIL

EXISTING PATH

WATER TRAIL

NEW MULTI-PURPOSE

OTHER ALTERNATIVE
NEW MULTI-PURPOSE

STATE BRIDGE TO GARRARD LANDING

At State Route 120, the trail will go from the west bank
to the east one, through the CRNRA Abbotts Bridge
Unit and Scott Hudgens Park.

Georgia Power easement and will dip towards the
Chattahoochee, ultimately crossing back over to the
west side of the River at Jones Bridge Park.

Due to existing land use along the River, the Preferred
Alignment will utilize existing roads and existing bike
infrastructure to connect Scott Hudgens Park to the
Medlock Bridge Unit and the Jones Bridge Unit.

On the west side of the River, the Preferred Alignment
will follow an existing path within the Jones Bridge
Unit and will connect to Barnwell Road.

The trail will cross the River at State Bridge Road
bridge and follow existing bike infrastructure on
Medlock Bridge Road to cross over to the east side of
the River. From there, the trail will follow an existing

From Barnwell Road it will connect to Holcomb Bridge
Road, providing access to the Chattahoochee River
Environmental and Education Center, where a new
kayak launch is proposed.

PREFERRED ALIGNMENT
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PRACTICAL ALTERNATIVE

NEW MULTI-PURPOSE

TRIBUTARY TRAIL

EXISTING PATH

WATER TRAIL

NEW MULTI-PURPOSE

OTHER ALTERNATIVE
NEW MULTI-PURPOSE

GARRARD LANDING TO ISLAND FORD
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The main trail will follow Holcomb Bridge Road to
Steeple Chase Drive, where it will follow an existing
bike path to the East Roswell Recreation Center.

Here, the trail primarily follows existing paths with
the goal of connecting existing trailheads and water
access points along the Roswell Riverwalk.

From there, it will follow an existing path along Eves
Road to Riverside Drive where a new kayak launch
is proposed.

Following recommendations from the Sandy Springs
Trails Master Plan, Tributary Trails will connect
Roswell to Sandy Springs through a new pedestrian
bridge parallel to the existing bridge at Roswell
Road. Tributary Trails in this section provide greater
connectivity to the CRNRA Island Ford Unit on the east
side of the River, as well as schools and parks on the
west side of the River in Roswell.

The trail will then tie into Roswell, where the city’s
robust existing bike infrastructure allows the
alignment to return closer to the River’s edge.

PREFERRED ALIGNMENT
NEW MULTI-PURPOSE

EXISTING PATH

PRACTICAL ALTERNATIVE
NEW MULTI-PURPOSE

TRIBUTARY TRAIL
WATER TRAIL

OTHER ALTERNATIVE
NEW MULTI-PURPOSE

ISLAND FORD TO MORGAN FALLS
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Continuing to follow existing paths through Roswell
on the west side of the River, the trail will then follow
Lower Roswell Road and provide a connection to the
existing trailhead at the CRNRA Gold Branch Unit.
However, the main trail avoids going through Gold
Branch, which has been identified as an ecological
protection area.
Tributary Trails in this area connect to the CRNRA
Vickery Creek Unit to the west as well as various
schools in Sandy Springs to the east.
From Lower Roswell Road, the alignment follows
a Georgia Power Easement to Hyde Farm. A new
bicycle and pedestrian bridge connects Hyde Farm to
the Morgan Falls Overlook Park, and a tributary trail
provides access to Sandy Springs and to the North
Springs MARTA Station and potentially to the planned
PATH 400 trail.
PREFERRED ALIGNMENT

PRACTICAL ALTERNATIVE

NEW MULTI-PURPOSE

TRIBUTARY TRAIL

EXISTING PATH

WATER TRAIL

NEW MULTI-PURPOSE

OTHER ALTERNATIVE
NEW MULTI-PURPOSE

MORGAN FALLS TO COCHRAN SHOALS
From Roswell, the trail loosely follows the alignment
of existing dirt footpaths along the River through the
CRNRA Johnson Ferry North Unit connecting to an
existing boat ramp and trailhead in the unit.
Within the CRNRA Johnson Ferry Unit, the trail
will follow an existing sewer easement ultimately
connecting to Columns Drive and to the CRNRA
Cochran Shoals Unit. Existing footpaths tying into the
main alignment will provide connectivity to the Sope
Creek Paper Mill Ruins in the CRNRA Cochran
Shoals Unit.
Trail users will have the opportunity to use the
extensive foot path network within the CRNRA
Cochran Shoals Unit, while paddlers would benefit
from the existing boat ramp and outfitter at Powers
Island Unit.
A Tributary Trail along I-285 crossing over to the east
side of the River will provide connectivity to a series of
schools and destinations in Sandy Springs.
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PREFERRED ALIGNMENT

PRACTICAL ALTERNATIVE

NEW MULTI-PURPOSE

TRIBUTARY TRAIL

EXISTING PATH

WATER TRAIL

NEW MULTI-PURPOSE

OTHER ALTERNATIVE
NEW MULTI-PURPOSE

COCHRAN SHOALS TO WHITTIER MILL
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From Cochran Shoals, the RiverLands Preferred
Alignment will run under Powers Ferry bridge,
following the west side of I-285 to skirt around the
CRNRA Paces Mill Unit. Rather than going through the
unit, a Tributary Trail will connect the main alignment
to an existing trailhead.
The path will then follow Rottenwood Creek Trail, US41 and Cumberland Boulevard to connect to the new
Cumberland Transfer Center and other destinations in
the Cumberland mall area.
Based on past feasibility studies, the Preferred
Alignment runs relatively far away from the River and
follows Spring Hill Parkway, Paces Ferry Drive SE and
Atlanta Road to connect to ultimately connect to the
Silver Comet Trail Connector.
Following the existing Silver Comet Trail alignment, the
main trail connects to Atlanta Road, crossing the River
at the Marietta Boulevard bridge.
PREFERRED ALIGNMENT

PRACTICAL ALTERNATIVE

NEW MULTI-PURPOSE

TRIBUTARY TRAIL

EXISTING PATH

WATER TRAIL

NEW MULTI-PURPOSE

OTHER ALTERNATIVE
NEW MULTI-PURPOSE

On the Fulton County side of the bridge, the
RiverLands trail follows the Riverwalk Atlanta
alignment moving south. Tributary Trails connect to a
new trailhead and boat launch at Standing Peachtree
Park to the north, and to the Atlanta BeltLine to the
south. This alignment is the product of a thoughtful,
aspirational, and collaborative effort between the
Design Team and Riverwalk Atlanta. The section
between Standing Peachtree Greenspace and the
Silver Comet crossing involves use of Atlanta’s
Department of Watershed Management property and
is in proximity to critical facilities that requires vetting
and approval by the Department.
The trail also loops around Plant Atkinson along Plant
Atkinson Road, ultimately crossing the River again at
South Cobb Drive and providing connectivity on both
sides of the Chattahoochee.

WHITTIER MILL TO SWEETWATER CREEK
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SEE PAGE 152

SEE PAGE 190

The RiverLands trail will follow the Chattahoochee on
both sides of the River going through the Riverview
Landing Development and the Pilot Site on the Cobb
County side and following a sewer easement on the
Fulton County side. A new trailhead and boat ramp at
Mableton Parkway will provide access to the Pilot Site
and will be an opportunity to connect to planned bike
infrastructure further west on Mableton Parkway.

The extension of the Proctor Creek Greenway to
the RiverLands is one of the Demonstration Sites
developed for the Study. See page 152.

On the Fulton side, a series of loops and tributary
trails connect communities to the River’s edge, while
also linking the main trail alignment to the Proctor
Creek Greenway and the Bankhead MARTA station.

The main trail will continue along Riverside Parkway,
leaving the more industrial stretch of the River and
crossing over briefly to the east side at a proposed
expansion of Sweetwater Creek State Park to take
advantage of an existing easement.

PREFERRED ALIGNMENT

PRACTICAL ALTERNATIVE

NEW MULTI-PURPOSE

TRIBUTARY TRAIL

EXISTING PATH

WATER TRAIL

NEW MULTI-PURPOSE

OTHER ALTERNATIVE
NEW MULTI-PURPOSE

From the new trailhead at Mableton Parkway, the trail
crosses the River and runs exclusively on the east side
of the Chattahoochee following a sewer easement on
the back side of the Fulton industrial area.

DEMONSTRATION SITE

PROCTOR CREEK TRAIL EXTENSION
CONNECTING COMMUNITIES TO THE CHATTAHOOCHEE
The extension of the Proctor Creek Trail to the Chattahoochee
River represents an important opportunity to bring historically
underserved communities to the River and provide amenities
for community gatherings, ecological stewardship and
environmental education. This site is also an opportunity for
communities from Cobb County and Atlanta to share the River as
common ground.
The site selected for the Proctor Creek Trail Extension
is surrounded by industrial land uses including the
former Chattahoochee Brick Site as a site of historical
significance. The portion of this site bordering the
Chattahoochee, including the mouth of Proctor Creek, is
considered a sensitive ecological area that is subject to
frequent flooding.
The design goals for the Proctor Creek Trail Extension
represent a desire to extend the Proctor Creek
Greenway to the Chattahoochee River in a way that
protects ecologically sensitive areas while educating
visitors about the importance of waterway health.
In order to achieve this, the Design Team discussed
potential site features including outdoor classrooms,
overlooks and moments for historical interpretation,
extensively with a committee of stakeholders.
Based on those conversations, the programmatic
amenities reflected in the design for this site include:
• An Interpretive Pavilion with amenities geared
specifically toward environmental education
and inspiring stewardship of the creek
• An interpretive historical walk to recognize
the stories of the Chattahoochee Brick site as
the creek passes along the property edges
• A new dedicated bridge for walking and biking
across the Chattahoochee, that provides connectivity
between Cobb County and the City of Atlanta
• Pedestrian paths and dedicated spaces along the River
to observe seasonal changes to the natural context
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PROCTOR CREEK TRAIL EXTENSION

Aerial View Of The Proctor Creek Demonstration Site With I-285 Running Along The Site’s Western Edge

View Of Proctor Creek From The Sewer Easement

A CLOSER LOOK AT
THE CHATTAHOOCHEE
BRICK COMPANY
On the banks of the Chattahoochee River, a short
walk north of where Proctor Creek tucks under
I-285, lies the site of the recently abandoned
factory of the Chattahoochee Brick Company.
Now a brownfield full of brick shards, cement
slaps, and wild re-growth, the site is poised for
redevelopment but haunted by an ugly past. The
Chattahoochee Brick Company had, until the
1920s, a history of using Leased Convict Labor,
paying the State of Georgia for mostly AfricanAmerican convicts, who produced thousands
of hand-made bricks a day under brutal work
conditions with high mortality rates.
The company was purchased in 1878 by Captain
James English, who owned a conglomerate of
construction businesses all built on convict labor.
After becoming Mayor of Atlanta in 1881, Captain
English mandated that all city streets be paved with
brick, and as police commissioner, he was able to
control the source of labor at virtually no cost for
enterprises like his own. Recently, the descendants
of Avery Bate (1857 – 1887), a man who may have
worked at the factory, placed a grave marker at
his burial site after they connected with Richard
Becherer and with Pulitzer Prize winning author of
“Slavery By Another Name” Douglas Blackmon.
While the future of the site is unclear, residents
of the area hope that part of it will become a
space to reflect and honor those that lost their
lives working at the factory. The Proctor Creek
Greenway Extension Demonstration Site includes an
interpretive historical walk to recognize their stories
as the creek passes along the property edges.
The Chattahoochee Brick site represents a great
opportunity for a future park space along the River’s
edge for Atlantans and RiverLands users alike.
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PROCTOR CREEK TRAIL EXTENSION
PROGRAMMATIC ZONING
THIS ILLUSTRATION DOES NOT CONSTITUTE A DESIGN PROPOSAL
NOR SHOULD IT SET ANY EXPECTATION FOR IMPLEMENTATION
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PROCTOR CREEK TRAIL EXTENSION

THIS ILLUSTRATION DOES NOT CONSTITUTE A
DESIGN PROPOSAL NOR SHOULD IT SET ANY
EXPECTATION FOR IMPLEMENTATION
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PROCTOR CREEK TRAIL EXTENSION
FOSTERING STEWARDSHIP AND HANDS-ON LEARNING
The new Interpretive Pavilion proposed for the edge
of Proctor Creek is envisioned as a space that will
accommodate a wide range of community-oriented
activities. Not only will there be ample space for
gatherings of various sizes, but both passive and active
recreation will be proposed. The ongoing improvement
of the tributary’s health is also a major concern, as
it relates to the health of the Chattahoochee and
surrounding communities. Rather than constrain and
control the banks of Proctor Creek with hard and static,
infrastructure, softer edges will allow the creek to
respond to seasonal hydrologic flows and storm events.

ILLUSTRATION FOR VISUALIZATION PURPOSES ONLY
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SWEETWATER CREEK TO
OLD CAMPBELLTON
From Riverside Parkway, the Preferred Alignment will cross the
River again to follow an existing easement on the east side of
the Chattahoochee, but will cross back over to the west side at
the existing Fairburn Road bridge to connect to Douglas County’s
Boundary Waters Park.
Tributary Trails in this segment connect to Atlanta’s Hartsfield
Jackson International Airport and to the Aerotropolis project
proposed nearby, as well as to Factory Shoals Middle School,
creating a local loop that enhances connectivity.
Moving south through Boundary Water Park, the trail crosses
over the Campbellton bridge to connect to Old Campbellton and
Campbellton Park. Campbellton will be a major trail town for the
RiverLands with opportunities for a new trailhead and campsites to
supplement the existing boat ramp. A Tributary Trail also ties into
the RiverLands trail on the Campbellton side connecting the Silk
Sheets trail to the main alignment and formalizing this route as part
of the RiverLands.
Assuming that permission of a private landowner can be arranged,
the trail will cross from Old Campbellton Road into and through
Chattahoochee Hills Eventing. A new kayak launch is also proposed
for this destination.
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PREFERRED ALIGNMENT
NEW MULTI-PURPOSE

EXISTING PATH

PRACTICAL ALTERNATIVE
NEW MULTI-PURPOSE

TRIBUTARY TRAIL
WATER TRAIL

OTHER ALTERNATIVE
NEW MULTI-PURPOSE

OLD CAMPBELLTON TO CAPPS FERRY
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In order to avoid running entirely through private
property, the trail connects to Cedar Grove Road.
A proposed connection to Duncan Memorial Highway
across the River, not only creates opportunities for
various trail-oriented amenities but also provides a
desired crossing point across the River to connect
Douglas County residents to the RiverLands.
A Tributary Trail continue to follow the Silk Sheets
along Campbellton Redwine Road and provide a
connection to Cochran Mill Park.

PREFERRED ALIGNMENT

PRACTICAL ALTERNATIVE

NEW MULTI-PURPOSE

TRIBUTARY TRAIL

EXISTING PATH

WATER TRAIL

NEW MULTI-PURPOSE

OTHER ALTERNATIVE
NEW MULTI-PURPOSE

As the Preferred Alignment continues to move south
through this segment, the cooperation of local
landowners will be critical for the implementation of
the RiverLands. Other alternatives in this segment
would put trail users closer to the River but land
ownership and topography would be a challenge.
After navigating private property, the Preferred
Alignment would cross over to the west side of the
River to Foxhall Resort, which could become a key
destination and stopover point in the southern portion
of the RiverLands.

CAPPS FERRY TO MOORE’S BRIDGE
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DEMONSTRATION
SITE
SEE PAGE 168

After Foxhall Resort, the trail will cross back over
to the east side of the River at Capps Ferry Bridge,
avoiding private property and utilizing existing roads
and easements until reaching the site of a new
Chattahoochee Hills Park, one of the Demonstration
Sites. This new park will contain various amenities as
well as promote ecological restoration.
Where the trail crosses through agricultural land
on the west side of the River, there are strong
opportunities for ecological restoration.
Continuing from the previous segment, a tributary
trail continues to follow the existing route of the
Silk Sheets. A tributary trail on the west side will
also connect the Preferred Alignment to the Historic
Banning Mills in Carroll County.

PREFERRED ALIGNMENT

PRACTICAL ALTERNATIVE

NEW MULTI-PURPOSE

TRIBUTARY TRAIL

EXISTING PATH

WATER TRAIL

NEW MULTI-PURPOSE

OTHER ALTERNATIVE
NEW MULTI-PURPOSE

The Preferred Alignment will continue along existing
roads, crossing through the properties of some of the
more benevolent landowners in the area. Favoring the
west side of the River allows the trail to easily connect
to Moore’s Bridge Park, which has various recreational
and cultural amenities as well as to Whitesburg,
a potential trail town that could benefit from the
RiverLands trail.
Project partners will work with private landowners
to identify arrangements for a potential easement
to allow access to the River while protecting private
property. Other alternatives along local roads, would
not be as beneficial to achieving the goals of the
RiverLands due to the distance from the River.

DEMONSTRATION SITE

CHATTAHOOCHEE HILLS
RIVERLANDS PARK
A PROPOSED NEW 260-ACRE REGIONAL PARK
In an area dominated by agricultural land and private
property, the Chattahoochee Hills RiverLands Park
represents an opportunity to add a large recreational
asset to the region that can serve as a model for
other park spaces throughout the RiverLands.
The majority of the site is a low-lying wetland that
experiences occasional flooding and is best suited for
conservation and protection of habitat. However, given
the size of the site and its extensive River frontage,
many stakeholders felt that there were also significant
opportunities for water access points, camping and
event spaces.
The design goals for the Chattahoochee RiverLands Park
reflect a desire to create a large public gathering space
with a wide variety of outdoor recreation activities. After
extensive discussion with a committee of stakeholders,
opportunities for camping, play, and community events
were identified as priorities for the site. An area that
prioritized River access was also considered a necessity.
Based on stakeholder conversations, the programmatic
amenities reflected in the design for this site include:
• A Water Hub at the confluence of White Oak Creek
and the Chattahoochee River with a boat ramp,
outfitter and parking lot dedicated to boat access
• A Beacon (elevated structure providing vistas to the
River and supporting visual access and orientation
along the riverfront; consider activation that may
include rock climbing and bird watching, as well as art
installations and education) and overlooks that allow
visitors to get up high and view the River from above
• An area for potential commercial development,
namely food and beverage vendors
• Primitive campsites that visitors can hike
or backpack to, including tent platforms,
charcoal grills, and dry toilets.
• An event space and Nature Center that bring people
together and highlight the ecology of the region
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CHATTAHOOCHEE HILLS
RIVERLANDS PARK

Aerial View Of The Chattahoochee Hills Demonstration Site

The Chattahoochee River At The Chattahoochee Hills Demonstration Site

EXPLORING 53
MILES WITH
CHATTAHOOCHEE NOW
The southern section of the Chattahoochee
RiverLands Greenway Study consists of 53 miles
of River, from Peachtree Creek to Chattahoochee
Bend State Park, as it winds through a wide
variety of urban, suburban, and rural transects.
Chattahoochee NOW, a non-profit organization
dedicated to coordinating community efforts
to reach the riverfront’s greatest potential,
while sustaining the River’s health, gave the
Project Team a tour of the southern section and
an introduction to their 2016 Vision 53 report,
presenting opportunities for those 53 miles.
The tour included an introduction to the rural
heritage of the southern portion of the site and the
goals of Chattahoochee NOW. Board member Steve
Nygren pointed out that while the northern portion
of the River includes access points on average every
3-to-5 miles, in the southern 53 miles, access is
sparse. Chattahoochee NOW sees the potential for
a contiguous greenway along the River that would
increase access and recreational opportunities
along the Chattahoochee. Nygren pointed to
Chattahoochee Hills’ use of Transfer Development
Rights (TDR) as an important legal tool to preserve
large tracts of open space.
Current parks in the area include Moore’s Bridge
Park, Chattahoochee Hills Park, McIntosh Reserve,
Cochran Mill Park, Dog River Park, Boundary
Waters Park, Sweetwater Creek State Park, and
Chattahoochee Bend State Park. The RiverLands
Greenway presents the opportunity to seamlessly
connect all the parks and create a regional
destination in the southern-most portion of the
study area.
The Chattahoochee Hills RiverLands Park
Demonstration Site offers the potential to build
both a new relationship between Chattahoochee
Hills and the River while acting as the link to the
agricultural history to the south and connections to
Old Campbellton to the north.
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CHATTAHOOCHEE HILLS
RIVERLANDS PARK
PROGRAMMATIC ZONING
THIS ILLUSTRATION DOES NOT CONSTITUTE A DESIGN PROPOSAL
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CHATTAHOOCHEE HILLS
RIVERLANDS PARK

THIS ILLUSTRATION DOES NOT CONSTITUTE A
DESIGN PROPOSAL NOR SHOULD IT SET ANY
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CHATTAHOOCHEE HILLS
RIVERLANDS PARK
EXPERIENCING THE BLUEWAY
The RiverLands is more than just a land-based trail;
it also includes 100 miles of River, 8 proposed camp
sites, and 42 water access points along the way that
together form a Blueway trail. Chattahoochee Hills
RiverLands Park will be a critical stop along the Blueway,
with multiple amenities geared toward water-based
recreation. This includes not only typical boat and kayak
launches, but also features ADA-specific water access
points, ensuring people of all abilities have access
to the River.

ILLUSTRATION FOR VISUALIZATION PURPOSES ONLY
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MOORE’S BRIDGE TO
CHATTAHOOCHEE BEND STATE PARK
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From Whitesburg, the Preferred Alignment will follow
McIntosh Circle to McIntosh Reserve. However, if it is
possible to navigate the steep topography along the
River, it would be more ideal for the trail to run closer
to the River along the west bank, via other identified
alternatives.
After moving through McInstosh Reserve, there are
several options for crossing the Chattahoochee to the
east side. The Preferred Alignment will cross the River
at a bridge connecting to Payton Road. However, if
the bridge is considered unfeasible there is also the
potential for a new ferry crossing at the location of the
historic McIntosh Ferry. Another, but potentially less
practical, alternative is a foot bridge south of McIntosh

PREFERRED ALIGNMENT

PRACTICAL ALTERNATIVE

NEW MULTI-PURPOSE

TRIBUTARY TRAIL

EXISTING PATH

WATER TRAIL

NEW MULTI-PURPOSE

OTHER ALTERNATIVE
NEW MULTI-PURPOSE

Reserve. In other words, there are lots of options for
the McIntosh Reserve crossing, none of them simple,
but it’s imperative that these two large, regional
greenspaces be connected for bicycle and pedestrian
connectivity.
After crossing to the east side of the River, the trail
will run along the east bank through Chattahoochee
Bend State Park, primarily utilizing existing paths and
mountain bike trails.
The Chattahoochee RiverLands will terminate at the
southern-most end of Chattahoochee Bend State Park,
with a proposed connection to the existing Liberty Hill
Park Boat Ramp.

THE RIVERLANDS IN NUMBERS
The Chattahoochee RiverLands Greenway spans 125 miles from Buford Dam to
Chattahoochee Bend State Park.
Most of the Greenway hugs the River’s edge, with two-thirds of the Preferred Alignment within a 10-minute walk of
the River and the entire Greenway within a 15-minute bike ride of the River’s edge. The Preferred Alignment crosses
the River 25 times, an average of 5 miles between River crossings. 60% of the Preferred Alignment runs on the west
side of the Chattahoochee while 40% or 49 miles are being proposed on the east side. The RiverLands proposes 44
tributary trails connecting communities to the River and to one-another. Alternative alignments include the Practical
Alternative spanning 140 miles, and a suite of other alternatives spanning 154 miles in length.

KEY
RIVER CROSSINGS
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LAND USE PATTERNS
The Preferred Alignment for the Chattahoochee RiverLands Greenway weaves
together existing and new infrastructure to create a continuous public realm.
The existing infrastructure includes parks and greenspace, roads, easements, public land and minimal use of private
land. The trail connects east and west banks of the River, and sometimes runs on both sides, with a slight preference
to the western banks in the Agricultural Countryside and a slight preference to the eastern banks in the Suburban
Parklands. The Preferred Alignment takes advantage of existing bike infrastructure and runs along 49 miles of
roadways while 39 miles are along existing easements and 38 miles along parks and greenspace. 20 miles of the
Preferred Alignment are along or within the Chattahoochee River National Recreation Area boundaries. 70% of the
Preferred Alignment, or approximately 87 miles of the trail, is aligned within land that is currently publicly owned.

KEY
GREENSPACE
EASEMENTS
ROADWAYS

A CONTINUOUS PUBLIC REALM
The Chattahoochee RiverLands proposes to use existing and new access points to the
River with 25 trailheads and 42 new water access points total.
The trailheads, located every 5 miles on average, will connect 40 existing parks along its length, half of which are
part of the Chattahoochee River National Recreation Area. By connecting these resources, the Greenway boasts
approximately 32 miles of restoration potential with 16 sites identified as in need of remediation and/or restoration
and 16 impaired stream crossings. The increase in water access points to a total of 42, located every 2 miles along
the River on average, will provide RiverLands visitors greater access to the Chattahoochee for boating,
floating and fishing.

KEY
EXISTING TRAILHEADS
PROPOSED TRAILHEADS
EXISTING WATER ACCESS
PROPOSED WATER ACCESS
PROPOSED RESTORATION SITES
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A COMMON GROUND FOR ALL
The Chattahoochee RiverLands Greenway represents an opportunity to anticipate
metropolitan growth and provide equitable access to greenspace and recreational
opportunities to all.
As the Metro Atlanta Region continues to grow, about 1 million people will live within a 15-minute bike ride of the
proposed RiverLands Greenway. This regional resource will connect directly 19 cities by building upon a robust social
infrastructure network.

KEY
SCHOOLS AND LIBRARIES
PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION ROUTES
ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE TARGET AREA
EXISTING MARTA RAIL STATION

ACCESSING THE RIVERLANDS
KEY

10

EXISTING
TRAILHEAD
PROPOSED
TRAILHEAD
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NUMBER WITHIN A 15 MIN BIKE RIDE OF TRAILHEAD

EXISTING BOAT RAMP

PARKS

SCHOOLS

PROPOSED BOAT RAMP

BUS STOPS

LIBRARIES

PROPOSED KAYAK LAUNCH

PROPOSED CAMPSITES
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ACCESSING THE RIVER
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KEY
EXISTING BOAT RAMP

EXISTING KAYAK LAUNCH

PROPOSED BOAT RAMP

PROPOSED KAYAK LAUNCH

For more information and to get involved:

WWW.CHATTAHOOCHEERIVERLANDS.COM

